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not interested in us.    They've got plenty of other colonies
nearer home.5
Many thinking people in New Caledonia believe that the
two factors—the centralization of government, and the lack
of interest in the place at the Quai d'Orsay—are the main
reasons for the haphazard and spasmodic development of
the colony. If people can't have a hand in shaping their
own destinies, there develops a feeling of 'What the— any-
way ? We can't do anything about it,5 that is fatal to
healthy development.,
I remember one small example, cited to me to illustrate
the stupidity of the centralization of the administration,
Leprosy is fairly prevalent in the island, and the local health
authorities have been very active in combating it, but for
years were in despair over a stupid act which nullified all
their efforts. When a case of leprosy was discovered there
were two courses open. Either the afflicted person was taken
away to the peninsula Ducos, where there is a well organized
leper settlement, or under certain special circumstances he
could be isolated in his own home. The local doctors had
fought for decades over this last practice, not only because
it is impossible to ensure that the isolated people didn't
contact others, but because they were not even allowed to
decide what the special circumstances were that justified
"domicile isole.' That was decided 13,000 miles away in
Paris by someone who had seen neither New Caledonia,, a
leper or a native hut.
M. Georges Pelicier arrived in New Caledonia as the
war-time governor in October, 1939. He had had what is
usually described as a distinguished military career, and had
been Secretary-General and Acting-Governor of the lovely
West Indian isle of Martinique. He didn't go to any
trouble to make himself known to the population as he knew
his stay wouldn't be long, nor did he inspire much confidence
in his leadership. No doubt acting in line with the leaders
"in France, he introduced a rigid censorship, which left the
people even more ignorant of events overseas than they had
been before. As in France, too, the censorship he introduced

